JUNE 7, 2026 SERMON

Ephesians, Part 4 / Grace-Filled Community / Ephesians 2:11-22 (NLT)

Division comes naturally. We build walls between people based on politics, culture, values, backgrounds, and even
our preferences within the church. Yet Ephesians 2 reveals that Jesus came to do the exact opposite. Through His
death and resurrection, He tears down the walls that separate us and creates one new family united by grace. In
Christ, outsiders become family, enemies become neighbors, and the church becomes a living picture of God's
reconciling love. The question is not whether Jesus has torn down the walls—the question is whether we will live like

they are truly gone.

When grace stops, sin spreads.

Let’s go in our Bibles to Ephesians 2:11-22 (NLT)

1. By God’s , we are no longer

Ephesians 2:11 (NLT)
Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were
proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts.

Ephesians 2:12 (NLT)
In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did
not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without hope.

Ephesians 2:13 (NLT)
But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near

to him through the blood of Christ.

2. By God’s grace, become

Ephesians 2:14 (NLT)
For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the
cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us.

Don’t stack bricks and build walls that Jesus died to tear down.

3. By God’s grace, become

Ephesians 2:19-20 (NLT)
So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are
members of God’s family.

Together, we are his house built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus
himself.
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