SERMON

STUDY

N\

Part 3 // Saved by Grace

Spring Life Groups
e Spring Groups conclude on Saturday, June 6th.
e NOTE: Groups can meet in whatever capacity they
choose over the summer. This is a great opportunity
to begin discussing whether your group will take a
break until the new season starts in the fall on
Sunday, September 13th, or will meet regularly or
semi-regularly.
Life Group Leader Huddle: Murder in Maui
o All Life Group Leaders, Serve Reps, and Apprentice
Leaders are invited to join us for a fun evening with
a delicious meal, a murder mystery, and time
together. Childcare will be provided, and the event
will take place on Tuesday, June 16th.

ICE BREAKERS

« What's a small hill you'll absolutely die on?

« What's one thing that instantly makes you feel old?
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ASK: As a group, work together to create a list of things people chase, hoping they’ll bring
fulfillment, purpose, or happiness.

TRANSITION: As we make that list, it becomes pretty clear how many things we often look to for
meaning, purpose, identity, or fulfillment. The problem is that these things can never provide the
purpose our souls are searching for. In Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul contrasts the emptiness of life apart
from God with the incredible grace and new life we’re given through Jesus.

READ IT:

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NLT)

1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin,
just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world.
He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that
way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we
were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God'’s grace that you
have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future
ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he
has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus.

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can'’t take credit for this; it is a gift from
God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about
it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long ago.



« In verses 1-3, Paul paints a detailed picture of how we once lived apart from Christ. Before we
can truly understand the power and beauty of God’s grace, we have to first think honestly about
the reality and seriousness of our sin. Why do you think it's important for us to recognize that
we were “spiritually dead” in our sin rather than simply “struggling” or “imperfect” before Christ?

o ADDITIONAL THOUGHT: In Ephesians 2:1-2, Paul says we were “dead” in our sin while
also “living” in it. Jesus speaks to a similar idea in Matthew 23 when He describes the
Pharisees as “whitewashed tombs,” people who looked alive, clean, and put together on
the outside, while being spiritually empty on the inside. It's possible to look successful,
morally good, religious, or “fine” outwardly while still being spiritually dead on the inside.

o ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE: Matthew 23:27 (NLT) What sorrow awaits you teachers of
religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, beautiful
on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity.

o ADDITIONAL QUESTION: Can you think of a time before Christ when you looked “fine”
on the outside but realized something deeper was unhealthy or dead on the inside?

« In verses 4-7, Paul shifts the entire tone of the passage with the words “But God.” These two
words introduce mercy, love and a new life through Jesus! Instead of leaving us stuck in our sin
and death, God steps in and so generously gives us what we don’t deserve and could never
earn, His rich mercy and love. What stands out to you most about the way Paul describes
God’s response to our sin?

o ADDITIONAL THOUGHT: The words “But God,” mark a dramatic reversal in our story.
What we could never change, God transforms. It doesn't say that God simply tried to help
us be better or try harder; he says that God made us ALIVE with Christ and seated us with
Him in the heavenly realms. This means our NEW life is not just moral improvement but a
completely new identity in Christ!

o ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE: Colossians 3:1-4 (NLT) Since you have been raised to new
life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of
honor at God’s right hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For
you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who
is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory.

o ADDITIONAL QUESTION: How can you daily walk out this new mindset that we are made
new and alive in Christ?



« The grace introduced in the previous section (2:8-9) paves the way for a new way of living, one
marked by the good works God prepared beforehand (2:10). How would you describe the
juxtaposition between “grace” and “works” in Ephesians 2:8,107? If good works do not save you,
what role do they play in our relationship with God and living out our faith?

o ADDITIONAL THOUGHT: The Greek word for workmanship or masterpiece is poiéma.
This is where we get the term poem, a carefully crafted work of art. God is the master
writer, shaping us precisely into the image of His Son one stroke at a time.

o ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE: Philippians 1:6 (NLT) And | am certain that God, who began
the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when
Christ Jesus returns.

o ADDITIONAL QUESTION: If God is the author of your life, how do the things He adds and
the things He removes, whether expected or surprising, give you confidence that He is
working with purpose in your life right now? What new chapter do you sense God writing in
your life lately?

APPLY IT:

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT)

8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a
gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us
can boast about it.

SAY: Today, we looked at how amazing God’s grace truly is. He saved us when we were dead and
made us alive in Christ to be able to do good things in this world. The way we live in response to
everything He has done for us helps point others to see how good He is.

ASK: This week, how can you live out the new life Christ has given you in a way that points others
back to Him?

PRAY:
« How can we be praying for you this week?
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