MAY 31, 2026 SERMON

Ephesians, Part 3 / Saved by Grace / Ephesians 2:1-10 (NLT)

Most people think the Gospel is about becoming a better person, but Ephesians 2 tells a much deeper story. Paul
reminds us that sin doesn’t just wound us, it leaves us spiritually dead and unable to save ourselves. Yet in the middle
of humanity’s worst news come two of the most hope-filled words in Scripture: “But God.” This message is about the
God who meets us with mercy, raises us to new life through Jesus, and transforms us into His masterpiece filled with

purpose and grace.
“What Is Wrong With the World?” - Daily News (1905)

“What Is Wrong With the World? Dear Sirs, | Am” - G.K. Chesterton

Let’s go in our Bibles to Ephesians 2:1-10 (NLT)

1. : Sin Doesn’t Just Lt

Ephesians 2:1-2 (NLT)

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the
world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those
who refuse to obey God.

Ephesians 2:3 (NLT)
All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we
were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.

Romans 6:23 (NLT)
For the wages of sin is death...

2. : God Makes Us Through

Ephesians 2:4-5 (NLT)
But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life
when He raised Christ from the dead. It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!

The Heart of God: Justice, Mercy, and Grace
Justice: God Gives the Judgment Sin Deserves.
Mercy: God Withholds the Judgment We Deserve.

Grace: God Gives the Good We Could Never Earn.

Romans 6:23 (NLT)
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.
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3. to the Gift of

Ephesians 2:8—9 (NLT)
God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us
long ago.
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