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“Mother’s Day”

BEYOND Sermon Series | Week Two | Newbreak Church

May 9th, 2021

This week is about how we steward our kids. This Mother’s Day we celebrate our
moms. Alongside the celebration, we want to take some time to think through how we
steward our opportunities as parents. This message answers the question: How do I
raise the kids God has entrusted to me?

For more insights relating to this week’s sermon, see https://newbreak.church/blog/. We
post a new blog every Sunday which coincides with the sermon passage or theme from
that day.

Start Here

● What is one of your favorite memories of your mom? Why?

● Try to imagine what it would be like to be Mary, the mother of Jesus,
God-incarnate. What would be some of the exciting elements of being the mother
of Jesus? What would be overwhelming?

Going Deeper Into the Message

Read: Luke 2:41-52

Point 1 – Give yourself grace in the face of mistakes.

…the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he
was in their company, they traveled on for a day… (Luke 2:43-44, NIV)

We are not sure how it happened exactly, but Mary and Joseph seemed to have left
Jesus behind in Jerusalem and failed to recognize that for a few days before coming
back for him! Back in that day, many Jews would make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem a few
times a year (depending on their proximity) to celebrate some of the key Jewish
festivals, in this case, to celebrate Passover. Families would travel caravan style with
others. So, there would have been many people going together, making it easy to
assume Jesus was with the caravan. Thus, regardless of how it happened, Mary and
Joseph left Jesus behind.
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Now, you were not in charge of raising Jesus, the Son of God, God-incarnate! But there
are kids in your life that you have been entrusted to play a role in. Whether they be your
own biological kids or the kids that you have influence with, we all are members of the
“village” that it takes to raise a child. And with that responsibility comes plenty of times
when we get it right and plenty of times when we get it wrong. We have to learn how to
give ourselves grace when we make mistakes. And who knows, maybe letting your kids
see you say, “I’m sorry” and own your mistakes might teach them more than your
personal highlight reel. Because we all need grace, even us parents/ adults.

Questions for Group Discussion or Personal Reflection

● In what way do you need to grow in being gracious toward yourself?

● When have you had to say, “I’m sorry” and ask for forgiveness from a child? How
was that experience humbling? How do you think that helped that child’s faith
journey?

Point 2 – Have a long-term perspective for my kids.

46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed
at his understanding and his answers. ... 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:46-47, 52, NIV)

In this narrative, we see that very early on in Jesus’s life, He was already displaying His
heart for God and His deep understanding of God’s word. He was all about His Father’s
business. It’s interesting to note that everyone who heard this young man speak was
amazed and when His parents saw Jesus in the temple courts, they were astonished.
Although Mary didn’t fully understand the extent of who Jesus would become, she must
have known that His life was special. She must have recognized that God was doing
something big right in front of her. In a similar way, sometimes it’s hard to gain a
long-term perspective on what God is doing in our own kids’ lives. It’s very easy to get
caught up in the day-to-day challenges of raising children and not be able to see the big
picture of who they are becoming.

One of our favorite artists is the French Impressionist painter Claude Monet. He was
most widely known for his beautiful landscape paintings that highlighted the variations of
light caused by daylight and the changing seasons. When visiting the National Art
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Gallery in London, you can see one of his biggest paintings entitled “Water-Lilies.” (See
below)

When you look at it up close, you can only see pieces of the painting. You may notice
the unique brushstrokes and recognize some of the iconic lily pads. But to really grasp
the magnificence of this work, you need to step back and see the bigger picture. It’s
when you take a big step back that you see how each brushstroke came together to
create the dynamic shadows and pops of color.

Stepping back to appreciate the larger work is a necessary step to take as a parent.
God is at work in our kids’ lives. He may work slower than we are comfortable with or
even work in ways that we don’t understand but He is the Master Painter. This is why
we need to be patient with ourselves and with our kids because we don’t often see the
masterpiece being created in the hearts of our children. James 5:7 encourages us: “Be
patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for
the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains”
(James 5:7, NIV).

Questions for Group Discussion or Personal Reflection

(If you don’t have kids, please think of these questions pertaining to the kids that are in
your lives.)

● Reflect on words said to you that built you up when you were a kid. And also on
the words that tore you down when you were a kid. Now, think about the words
you speak to and over your kids. How do you see your kids aspire to live up to
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what you speak over them? Why is this important for us to consider as we
develop a long-term vision for our children?

● Take a step back (like looking at the whole painting), how do you see God’s
artistic hand in your life as a parent, or just as an individual?

—ADDITIONAL INSIGHT—

PARENTING IN DIFFERENT SEASONS

As infants, we can give our children security.  As toddlers, we can give them clear
boundaries. As young children, we can give them a sense of belonging and teach them
how to begin to form healthy relationships. As young adults, we can help them find their
gifts and talents and seek opportunities for them to feel like they contribute beneficially
to God’s kingdom. We can cover them in prayer and build scripture into their daily lives
in each of these stages. Therefore, no matter what age or stage your child is in, there is
always a wonderful opportunity for you to engage them with God’s presence and truth in
their lives.

“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.” (2 Timothy 4:2, NIV)

Point 3 – Treasure each season I am in.

But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:51b, NIV)

God wants us to have a long term vision for ourselves and the other people in our lives.
He wants us to remember that we are not living for this life exclusively. We are living
with an eternal perspective. When we see life that way, when we have an eternal vision,
each stage of our lives can be treasured, knowing we are becoming the men and
women God created us to be.

We don’t need to rush on to the next phase of our lives. We can be present and know
that God is working His will in and in His timing. We can let Him teach us and mold us
into the people and parents He wants us to be. When we try to quicken God’s timing we
have to go through the lessons again. Part of this involves learning to walk in the pace
of His grace. When we live unhurried and content with the journey, we will find
oursleves with Mary “treasu[ring] all these things in [our] heart.” We need to ask God to
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show us how He can use us in whatever season we find ourselves, knowing He has
created us for such a time as this.

Questions for Group Discussion or Personal Reflection

● What is God trying to show me in this season of my life right now? Am I willing to
take the time to let Him work His will in me and in His timing? What makes me
impatient about the season I am in?

● What do I “treasure” about my life right now? How can I strive to not miss the
moments?

● Recognizing that you are a steward of the opportunities God has provided for
you, how does that influence what you treasure in your life? Do we struggle with
identifying and giving God recognition for the “treasures” we have?

—ACTIVITY—

Do something nice for your mom. If she is in town, try to get together and make her feel
loved. If she is out of town, take advantage of the opportunity to communicate via
Facetime, Zoom, or else how. Plus, a hand-written card could probably go a long way!
Take into account what your mom’s love language is (Words of Affirmation; Quality
Time; Physical Touch; Acts of Service; or Gifts).

Making your mom feel loved is one way to obey the command to “honor your father and
mother” (Exodus 20:12).

—SUMMARY—

How do I raise the kids God has entrusted to me?

1) Give yourself grace in the face of mistakes.

2) Have a long-term perspective for my kids.

3) Treasure each season I am in.
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—FINAL CHALLENGE QUESTIONS—

1. How are you going to think differently in light of what you have read, heard, and
discussed this week?

2. What is one thing you are going to change in your life in light of the sermon?
3. BONUS: For those of you with kids or around kids: What is one truth from this

message that you can share with your kids?


