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“Sharing Good News Empowered by the Spirit”

STORY OF MY LIFE Sermon Series | Week Three | Newbreak Church

March 21st, 2021

This week is about the empowering presence of Holy Spirit. Many of us may have
the desire to share our God story, but the question is: How can I be empowered to
share my God story? That is where the Holy Spirit comes in. He empowers us to share
the good news to everyone—everywhere I go.

For more insights relating to this week’s sermon, see https://newbreak.church/blog/. We
post a new blog every Sunday which coincides with the sermon passage or theme from
that day.

Start Here

● How does the Holy Spirit usually communicate with you? How could you tell His
voice from your own?

● What is your understanding of the Holy Spirit? How do you view the Holy Spirit’s
identity and character?

Going Deeper Into the Message

Read: Acts 1:6–8

Point 1 – Receive the promise and presence of the Holy Spirit.

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:6-8, NIV)

The setting here in Acts 1 is after Jesus’s resurrection and just before His ascension
into heaven. Jesus spent 40 days showing Himself to be resurrected to new life and
teaching His disciples about the kingdom (see Acts 1:1-3). The disciples asked a
question about restoring the kingdom to Israel, and Jesus then connects their question
to the empowerment of the Spirit in Acts 1:8 (read our blog post we wrote about it
HERE). Jesus does not expect His disciples (then or now) to be His witnesses apart
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from his Spirit. And let’s refresh our memory that the Holy Spirit is not inferior in the
Trinity.

Who exactly indwells us? The Holy Spirit is God’s empowering presence.
● The Holy Spirit is God, co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father and God the

Son.
● The Holy Spirit empowers. It is part of His very nature to do so. It comes naturally

for Him! Think about it this way: God is the source of empowerment, and He
willingly shares His power with us when it serves the purpose He intends.
Everything God calls us to say or do, He gives us His very Spirit as the fueling
force  to accomplice it.

● The Holy Spirit gives His presence. This means He does not send you where He
will not accompany you. Wherever you go, He goes. Wherever He calls, He is
already there. He is present ALWAYS.

Questions for Group Discussion or Personal Reflection

● Describe a time you were aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence. What was it like?
How was it different from times when you were not aware of His presence?

● Have you ever experienced the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in your life to
fight temptation, share your God story, or face a challenge head-on?

● Why is the Holy Spirit talked about less than the other two members of the
Trinity? What role does the Holy Spirit play in your personal relationship with
God?

—ADDITIONAL INSIGHT—

“When the divine spirit takes up residence in a place, that place becomes a temple,
whether it realizes it or not.” (N.T. Wright)

An extraordinary thing happens when someone receives the Holy Spirit. Upon
professing genuine, heart-transforming faith in Jesus, a person immediately is indwelt
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with the Holy Spirit. (Now, of course, learning to access and walk in the Spirit’s power
and the spiritual gifts He gives is a whole other process!) And yet, many Christians are
not fully aware of what this means! Consider what Paul says:

Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s temple and that the Spirit of God lives in
you? - 1 Corinthians 3:16, CSB

Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God? - 1 Corinthians 6:19, CSB

In the Old Testament, God’s presence resided in the tabernacle and then the temple.
But ever since Pentecost (Acts 2), the presence of God moved from being in the temple
to being inside of Christians. In other words, believers (individually, but especially
collectively) are the temple presence of God gone mobile! Whereas in the past the
people of God would go to the temple in Jerusalem to encounter the presence of God,
now God has moved His temple presence into the people of God—everywhere we go!

So, do you realize that you are a walking expression of God’s temple?

God’s temple presence makes us the new humanity among the old world.
Indeed, we are the seeds of the new creation.

What do you think is special about having God’s temple presence dwelling inside of you
instead of just His omnipresence being around you?

Point 2 – Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit to live out my purpose.

… and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8b, NIV)

The Spirit’s power is inextricably tied to our purpose. He does not give us power without
aim. The power we are given from the Spirit is effective when we live according to His
purpose for us. We are called to reach the concentric circles around us starting with
right where we are, in other words, our “Jerusalem.” This is where the apostles found
themselves when they were given this call to action. For us, this would read: “and you
will be my witnesses, starting in San Diego.”

To be a “witness” is to be someone who sees something and says something.
Specifically, the Holy Spirit likes to open our eyes to the glory of who Jesus is and then
see Him in every aspect of our lives. Robert Coleman says it well: "The Spirit of God
always insists on making Christ known."
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The role of the Holy Spirit is to indwell believers, filling us and empowering us to
embody the teachings and active presence of Jesus in the world.

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline.  (2 Timothy 1:7)

And before we get self-conscious about ourselves, we must remember the adage: “God
does not call the qualified; He qualifies the called.” Everyone has a calling in how they
live out our common purpose. We are united in purpose and unique in calling. We are
united in the goal to reach the world, locally and globally, with the Gospel of Christ. The
way we steward our God story, and our unique calling, is the personalized way the Spirit
will use you. He has wired you in a unique way to bring the good news to a broken
world.

Not many people in the New Testament would have impressed us with their resumes.
Our availability to be used by the Spirit lends itself to being empowered by Him. His
empowerment is not reserved just for the “pastors” or church staff members. It is meant
to be utilized by every single Christ-follower.

When you and I make ourselves available, we allow the Holy Spirit to provide more God
stories through our lives. When our obedience meets the Holy Spirit’s perfect
timing, supernatural things happen.

Questions for Group Discussion or Personal Reflection

● Has there ever been a time the Holy Spirit gave you words to say in a situation
where you needed it? What was that like?

● Even when we sense the direction of the Holy Spirit to share our God story, we
still need the courage to carry out what He asks of us. Are there any Scriptures
or specific prayers that you rely on to give you the courage to step out in
courageous faith?
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● While we should certainly be looking for ways in which the Holy Spirit is speaking
to us, why is it important that we discern correctly what we think He is saying?
What role does Scripture play in discerning the words the Holy Spirit might be
saying to us?

—ACTIVITY—

The book of Acts contains great narrative content on the role and activity of the Spirit.
After all, Acts is best thought of as the “acts” of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes His activity
was blatantly clear! And sometimes it was subtle. n both obvious and covert ways, the
Spirit was always working through believers. This is still the case today.

Take some time to read the following verses and discuss how you saw the Holy Spirit
working in each passage. (Read the context of the verse if you need it!) Have you
experienced anything similar?

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4:31, NIV)

But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. (Acts
6:10)

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and
was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it
increased in numbers. (Acts 9:31)

And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:52)

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” | While Peter was still thinking
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. | Coming
over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy
Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt
and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’” (Acts 8:29; 10:19; 21:11)

It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the
following requirements (Acts 15:28)

—SUMMARY—
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Sharing our God story requires the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. While the reception
of the Spirit is a one-time event, walking with Him and in His power takes time and
intentionality. But when we do, we find that there are opportunities to live the adventure
of faith all around us! And He will always lead us toward those.

So we are challenged to:

1) Receive the promise and presence of the Holy Spirit.

2) Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit to live out my purpose.

Pray this over your group: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13)

—FINAL CHALLENGE QUESTIONS—

1. How are you going to think differently in light of what you have read, heard, and
discussed this week?

2. What is one thing you are going to change in your life in light of the sermon?
3. BONUS: For those of you with kids or around kids: What is one truth from this

message that you can share with your kids?


