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BIBLE STORY 
 Keep Holding On (Stephen) 

 Acts 6:1–7:60  

MEMORY VERSE 

Let us not become tired of 

doing good. At the right 

time we will gather a crop 

if we don't give up.                           

Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 

LIFE APP 

DETERMINATION 

Deciding it’s worth it to  

finish what you started. 

BOTTOM LINE 

 Keep going because God 

knows the end of the story.  

BIBLE STORY LINK 

ELEMENTARY VIDEO 

What You Need: Timer or stopwatch, paper, pencil/pen 
What You Do: Write down some words to act out on a pieces 
of paper 
 
 Divide your family into two teams to play charades. 
 Choose one team to go first. 
 The first team will choose a teammate to act out the secret 

word. (Remember that there’s no talking and no sound effects 
in charades!) 

 The player selects a card and begins acting out the word.  
 Start the timer for 60 seconds.  
 That player’s team will attempt to guess what their teammate is 

acting out. If they don’t get it right in 60 seconds, the other 
team gets a chance to guess! 

 Regardless of which team wins the round, it’s the next team’s 
turn to choose someone to act out a clue while they guess. 

 Rotate actors so that everyone has a chance to act out a clue. 

In Acts 6:8 7:60, we find a somber moment in the life in the early 
church. Stephen, a church leader, was arrested and put on trial 
for teaching about Jesus. Even as he was being stoned to death, 
Stephen showed determination. He boldly shared how Jesus was 
the Savior God promised from the beginning. Stephen was willing 
to die for his faith because he believed that Jesus was truly the 
Son of God. Bottom Line: Keep going because God knows the 
end of the story. When it comes down to it, most of our fear 
comes from being unsure of what will happen next. It’s all too 
easy to go to the worst-case scenario in the situations we face. 
Thankfully, no matter what difficulties we may face in life, we can 
trust that God will help us face them. God can give us the 
strength and courage we need to get through every moment.  

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7146783/video/420027495
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WATCH THE ELEMENTARY VIDEO 

Sample charades words: (feel free to come up with some of your own) 

Dog   Teacher 

Fish   Fireman 

Shark   Football coach   

Figure skater  Soccer player 

Mail carrier  Surfer 

 

What You Say: 

“I love a good game of charades! You all did a great job of telling a story with no words so we could  

figure out what you were. What do you think was the easiest to guess? (Allow time for responses.) 

What do you think was the hardest to guess? (Allow time for responses.) Today we’re going to learn 

about someone who knew a lot of different stories. I guess that means He would be a really great                

charades contestant!”  

What You Need: Ball of yarn or streamers 

What You Do:  

 Sit together in a circle.  

 Number each person in the family from 1-10.  

 If you have more than 10 in your group, divide your kids into two groups.  

 If you have fewer than 10, you can stop at whatever number you have and assign a few                   

people two numbers.  

 Practice remembering your numbers by calling out a few random numbers and instructing 

each person with that number to raise their hand.  

 As you read them a story, they should listen carefully for their number.  

 When their number is called, they should raise their hand and the person who has the yarn ball will 

toss it to the person who raises their hand. 

 As kids toss the yarn, they should make sure to hold onto a section of it and let it unwind as it makes 

its way to the next person, essentially “connecting” the person who tossed it with the person who                  

received it. 

 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7146783/video/420027495
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For example:  

 The first two sentences of the story say, “It happened on a Tuesday. Okay, maybe it wasn’t a 

Tuesday, but it was definitely ONE of the SEVEN days of the week.”  

 When ONE hears his number, he raises his hand, and you toss him the ball. 

 When SEVEN hears her number, she raises her hand, and ONE holds onto the yarn and then 

tosses her the ball. 

 There should now be a line of yarn between ONE and SEVEN. 

 Read the entire story below, emphasizing the numbers whenever they come up and pausing to toss 

the ball of yarn. 

 At the end, you should end up with a web of yarn connecting all of your group. 

 When the story is finished and your group has created their knot, encourage them to let go of the 

yarn and try to untangle it! 

 This will be very challenging! Stick with it and show determination, but make sure you have fun with it 

and work together, too. 

What You Say: 

“It happened on a Tuesday. Okay, maybe it wasn’t a Tuesday, but it was definitely ONE of the SEVEN 

days of the week. Our main man, Steven, and SIX other men were chosen to help care for the new                   

believers. See, the church was growing TWO quickly, so they needed a little help from some friends. 

People could tell right away that Steven was different and that he was filled with grEIGHT power and 

kindness. Unfortunately, there were at least THREE or more bullies who were stirring up the crowd. You 

would think everyone would be giving Steven a high FIVE for the way he loved God and loved others so 

well. But, in the end, NINEty percent of what the haters were saying about Steven were not the amazing 

things he did but lies that drew people to be so angry they wanted him gone forever. Despite the lack of 

truth and stubbornness of those surrounding him, Steven TENaciously stood up FOUR his faith. He 

knew God was with him to the very end and realized that he could keep going because God knows the 

end of the story. (Allow time to drop the yarn and try to untangle it.) 

“Great job making that knot of yarn and trying to untangle it! What a fun way to talk about the story.    

Steven’s story got a bit twisted as well, didn’t it? What were your favorite parts of the story? (Allow time 

for responses.) I love how if anyone had a reason to give up and not be determined, it was Stephen. But 

Stephen knew he could keep going because God knows the end of the story. And because he kept     

going, Jesus’ message of hope spread throughout the entire world, ending up with us talking about it   

today! That’s a pretty amazing ending to Stephen’s story of determination!”  

 

Pray: “Dear God, this story about Stephen is kind of hard to hear, especially if we don’t keep in mind the 
end of the story. But Stephen was able to keep going because he knew he would be able to be with You 
forever. Whatever we might face in life, we know that we can keep going because You know the end of 
the story. Please help us to trust You and remember that You are always in control. We love You, and 
we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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What You Need: Winter gloves, candy 

What You Do: 

 Sit in a circle and review Galatians 6:9 aloud together. 

 Give each of person a piece of candy, but do not eat it yet! 

 Take turns going around the circle attempting to open the candy while wearing the gloves. 

 As the first person tries to open the candy, the rest of the group should slowly say the verse.  

 If they unwrap their candy successfully, they can eat it.  

 If they can’t unwrap the candy before the entire verse gets said, they have to wait until the end of the 

game! 

 Continue taking turns passing around the gloves and reciting the memory verse as each person                  

attempts to open their candy. 

 You will most likely not be able to open the candy while wearing the gloves, so the goal is to show  

determination and to have your family say the verse several times together.  

 Once you are finished with the game, enjoy your candy! 

 

What You Say: 

“Nothing helps me stay determined like my favorite candy! Watching you work THAT hard to get to that 

candy was impressive. We didn’t know if or when we’d actually be able to get to our candy, but we did a 

great job showing determination. After all the times we said our verse just now, you should definitely have 

it memorized at this point! 

“A lot of times, we don’t know what’s going to happen. Someone in our family is sick, we’re struggling with 

math at school, or we’re just having a hard time getting along with our family. We can always keep going 

because God knows the end of the story. We can trust Him to help us stay determined because He 

knows what’s going to happen.”  


