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BIBLE STORY 

Above All (Crucified and   

Risen) • John 18:12–

20:23 (Supporting: John 

16, Matthew 26) 

MEMORY VERSE 

Don’t do anything only to 

get ahead. Don’t do it   

because you are proud. 

Instead, be humble. Value 

others more than       

yourselves.                                               

Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 

BIBLE STORY VIDEO 

ELEMENTARY VIDEO 

(Click the link) 

LIFE APP: HUMILITY 

Putting others first by 

giving up what you think 

you deserve. 

BOTTOM LINE 

Jesus put us first.  

STORY OVERVIEW 

This week we’ll see through John 18:12–20:23, how Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection makes it possible for us to have a forever 
relationship with God. Jesus humbly gave Himself for us as the 
ultimate sacrifice to rescue us from the consequences of our sin.  

Bottom Line: Jesus put us first. This is what Easter is all 
about. Jesus put us first. He gave up everything He deserved to 
rescue us from the consequences of sin. Jesus conquered death 
and is alive!  

 

BEFORE THE LESSON ACTIVITY: Pillowcase Stuff  

What You Need: Pillow, pillowcase, stopwatch or timer 

What You Do: 

 Form a circle standing shoulder-to-shoulder. 

 Decide who will start the activity and give that person a pillow 
and pillowcase. 

 Explain that at your signal, the first person must stuff the  
pillow into the pillowcase and then pass it to the next person, 
who will remove the pillow from the pillowcase and pass both 
to the next person in the circle. 

 Continue stuffing and unstuffing the pillowcase all the way to 
the end of the circle and back again. 

 Time the activity and see how long your family takes to do 
this. 

 Play as many rounds as time allows.  You could try to        
improve your time or technique. 

What You Say: 

“Wow! we filled and emptied our pillowcase in record time! Let’s 
get ready to hear about something God emptied and never filled 
again. Leave the pillow behind as we watch our video because 
today’s story is too exciting to sleep through!”  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6937853/video/402554656
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WATCH THE ELEMENTARY VIDEO 

 

AFTER THE LESSON ACTIVITY : Easter Storytellers  

 

What You Need: Bible, paper, crayons/markers in the following colors: yellow, white, red, dark grey 

 

What You Do: 

 Utilizing the paper and markers, have kids make hearts in each color 

 Remind your family that Easter is the story of God’s love for us. 

 He sent Jesus to earth to die on the cross. 

 He took the punishment that all people deserve for our sin. 

 But Jesus didn’t stay dead. 

 He came back to life to show us that He’s stronger than sin or death or evil. 

 Review today’s story by using the colored hearts as clues or reminders of events from the story of             
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 Guide the discussion to include the following story connections by asking . . . 

 What does a RED HEART remind you of? (God loved us and sent Jesus to save us; Jesus died on the 
cross and shed His blood as a sacrifice for our sin.) 

 What does a WHITE HEART remind you of? (Jesus’ body was wrapped in strips of cloth before He was 
placed in the tomb; Our sin is forgiven and our hearts are made clean when we put our faith in Jesus.) 

 What does a DARK GREY HEART remind you of? (Jesus was buried in a dark tomb or cave that was 
sealed tightly with a huge stone; our sin like a dark, dirty stain on our heart keeps us out of heaven un-
less we ask God to forgive us) 

 What does a YELLOW HEART remind you of? (an angel appeared at the tomb and told Jesus’ friends 
that He was no longer dead but had risen; darkness and sadness turned to sunshine and joy when Je-
sus came back to life) 

 

What You Say: 

“Jesus put us first and turned the whole world upside down on Easter. Ever since sin came in the world 
with Adam and Eve, we have had a huge problem we couldn’t fix on our own. God’s love for us didn’t stop 
even though we have broken all of His rules. He made a way for our sin to be forgiven. He made a way for 
us to have a relationship with Him. He sent Jesus. Today we celebrate God’s gift of a Savior.” 

 

Pray: “Dear God, thank You so much for the amazing, true story of Easter. It’s the best news ever! We 
know that [Basic Truth] we can trust You no matter what because You sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus died 
on the cross so that we can have a relationship with You WITHOUT our sin being in the way. And because 
Jesus is alive, we can be alive forever too! We are so thankful. Please help us to trust You every day as we 
remember how [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, 
amen.” 

 

CLICK ON THE WORDS “ELEMENTARY VIDEO” 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6937853/video/402554656
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 BONUS MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: Tomb Echo 

 

What You Need: Bibles, paper tubes (empty paper towel, gift wrap or toilet paper rolls) 

 

What You Do: 

 Look up Philippians 2:3. 

 Say the memory verse together—a few phrases at a time. 

 Ask if they’ve ever visited a cave. What does their voice sound like in a cave? 

 Take turns reciting (or reading) the memory verse by speaking through the tube to sound like they’re 
in a cave. 

 Share ways you can live out Philippians 2:3 by being humble and giving up what you think you     
deserve today as we celebrate Easter. 

 

What You Say: 

“Jesus was in the tomb for three days, but He didn’t stay there. He came back to life. What do you think 
the voices of the people sounded like when they came into the tomb and found it EMPTY! (Pause and 
take turns demonstrating by speaking into the paper tube.) 

 

 If you had been there, what do you think you would have said? (Pause for responses.)   

We can echo our praise for Jesus’ power, love, victory, and HUMILITY because we know the whole    
story. We know that Jesus humbled Himself in order to do something that was absolutely                          
impossible for any of us to do on our own. He endured the cross to pay for our sin and then                    
conquered the grave by coming back to life. He made a way for us to reach God—something we could 
never do without His help. 

 

“What better way to show our gratitude to the One who rescued us than by following His example!   
Easter is a perfect day for us to echo our own praises in celebration for all Jesus has done for us. When 
we do this, we echo His love to others. Let’s echo today’s Bottom Line together. Jesus put us first.” 

  


